
The full moon on October 6th 
illuminated the path to Long Marine 
Lab’s Seymour Center for O’Neill 
Sea Odyssey’s 10th Anniversary 
Celebration. At 5:00pm donors, 
staff, volunteers and friends flood-
ed through the doors for what 
proved to be the 
most success-
ful fundraising 
event in the 
history of OSO.

The party 
was kicked off 
by live surf mu-
sic performed 
by The Parafins. 
The music pro-
vided an upbeat backdrop as guests 
circulated throughout the facility 
enjoying the display tanks of local 
marine life and keeping an eye on 
their favorite silent auction item. 
The guest turn out was an incred-
ible representation of our commu-

nity. On the patio politicians, local 
business owners, educators and 
friends of the O’Neill family inter-
mingled, gathered together by their 
common interest in  environmental 
education.  The Las Feliz room was 
where the main event of the eve-

ning took place, 
with presenta-
tions honoring 
Jack O’Neill 
and OSO’s 
building do-
nors followed 
by a live auc-
tion. After a few 
personal words 

from Pat O’Neill 
and Dr. James Beckett, an OSO 
board member and close personal 
friend of Jack, guests were treated 
to an original video presentation 
honoring Jack’s vision. The build-
ing donors were also honored and 
were presented with a photo of 
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Bob Fletscher Leaves a 
Legacy For the Ocean 
and the Kids—

Bob Fletscher was an avid fish-
erman who loved the ocean.  While 
Bob was fishing on a boat out of 
the Santa Cruz Harbor he suffered 
a heart attack.   He subsequently 
passed away, leaving friends and 
family, who held a memorial 

service on Sunday, August 6.
Because of his love for the sea, 

Bob Fletscher’s family has desig-
nated O’Neill Sea Odyssey as a 
recipient of memorial contributions 
in his name.  On behalf of the Board 
of Directors and staff of O’Neill Sea 
Odyssey, I wish to extend our con-
dolences to Bob Fletscher’s friends 
and family. G

The OSO building donors are honored at the 
10th Anniversary Celebration.
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Jack and OSO’s 20,000th student, 
Ariana Villegas, to commemorate 
their contribution to the longev-
ity of the program. At the end 
of the program, Event Planning 
Committee Chair Lisa O’Neill drew 
the winning ticket to the Honda 
Civic Hybrid. George Walsh of 
Gualala, CA was the lucky winner.

     As the evening continued, 
people opened their hearts and 
wallets to support OSO and made 
the live and silent auctions the apex 
of the successful event. The local 
community generously donated 
over 100 items to the live and silent 
auction including trips to Hawaii 
and Costa Rica, beach cruisers, a 
surfboard and upscale artwork 
as well as many other items.

The funding raised will allow 
over 1100 additional students to 

participate in the O’Neill Sea 
Odyssey experience. The evening 
allowed us to express our gratitude 
to Jack O’Neill for his vision, and 
to our community for helping that 
vision to 
continue. G

Romney Dunbar and Laura Kasa enjoy the fine 
wine from Beauregard Vineyards.
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Dr. Jim Beckett 
and Kimberlin 

Beckett 
enjoying the 

celebration at 
the Seymour 

Center.

Mary Anne Carson of Santa Cruz County 
Bank and Shannon Brady, OSO Board 
member enjoying the view at the Anni-
versary Celebration.

Lisa O’Neill 
draws the win-
ning ticket to 
the Honda Civic 
Hybrid. Con-
gratulations to 
George Walsh 
of Gualala, CA.

The 
beautiful 

Silent 
Auction 

tables de-
signed by 

Sheri Corona, 
OSO’s 

Anniversary 
Event Auction 

Coordinator.

Gary Pezzi of 
Morgan-Stanley 
and Port Direc-
tor Brian Foss 
peruse the 
offerings at 
OSO’s silent 
auction.

From left to right: OSO crew members Chris 
Reeves, Chelsea Phillips and Laura Barnes, 
out of uniform at the Anniversary event.
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Robert Furber’s 
Passion 

To Live on 
Through OSO—

Robert Furber passed away 
July 31, 2006 while scuba diving 
at Point Lobos State Reserve. He 
lived his life passionately, pursu-
ing a wide range of interests in-
cluding cartography, genealogy, 
history, literature, photography, 

music, travel, 
sailing, div-
ing, and 
camping. 
Most impor-
tantly, he 
helped his 

wife Nancy raise their two boys. 
He lived his life to the fullest. 

A gathering of Bob’s fam-
ily and friends  took place on 
Sunday August 13, 2006 at Felton 
Community Hall, 6191 Highway 
9, Felton, California.  His family 
has chosen O’Neill Sea Odyssey as 
the recipient of memorial gifts in 
honor of his life.  Gifts may be sent 
to the Robert Furber Memorial 
Fund at O’Neill Sea Odyssey, 
2222 East Cliff Drive Suite 222, 
Santa Cruz, CA 95062. G
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OSO Executive Di-
rector, Dan Haifley, 
made an oral presen-
tation of his paper, 
“Tomorrow’s Environ-
mental Stewards”, at 
the California World 
Oceans Conference in 
Long Beach, Califor-
nia on September 19.  
The conference, 
organized by the 
California Re-
sources Agency, 
California Envi-
ronmental 
Protection 
Agency 
and the Cal-
ifornia Inte-
grated Waste Manage-
ment Board, was called 
to examine ways to 
implement the Califor-
nia Ocean Action Plan. 

Before the paper 
presentation Dan 
showed the OSO video, 
which indicates that 
informal ocean science 
can deliver a high-qual-
ity education product 
and inspire a new gen-

eration of ocean stew-
ards.   Unfortunately, 
ocean stewardship pro-
grams are not always 
attractive to schools.   
California schools and 
the educators that work 
in them are under pres-
sure to produce high 
test scores for their stu-

dents.  The chal-
lenge for infor-

mal ocean 
educators is 

to show 
that qual-
ity ocean 

education can 
inspire ocean 

stewardship 
and assist classroom 
teachers as they strive 
to enhance academic 
achievement.

The thesis of 
“Tomorrow’s Ocean 
Stewards” is; that 
to sustain the policy 
goals of the Califor-
nia Ocean Protection 
Council’s Strategic 
Plan and to implement 
the California Ocean 

‘Haifley’ Continued on page 4

Haifley Discusses Youth 
Stewardship and Academic 

Achievement at  Conference—

�



Strategy, resources must be com-
mitted to ocean education, particu-
larly for low-income and minority 
youth.  We must portray to decision-
makers a causal relationship be-
tween the use of ocean concepts  
and academic achievement.

To reach our expanding popula-
tion, greater resources must be de-
voted to bringing ocean concepts to 
California’s next generation.  This 
can be done by demonstrating that 
ocean concepts can enhance academ-
ic achievement. G  

If you’d like to receive a copy of 
the paper, contact Dan Haifley at 
dhaifley@oneillseaodyssey.org.

Leave a Legacy for the 
Kids and Receive 
Income for life!

You can leave a permanent legacy 
for O’Neill Sea Odyssey’s programs 
and receive income for life.  O’Neill 
Sea Odyssey has established an en-
dowment within the Community 
Foundation of Santa Cruz County.  
Through it’s Planned Giving Center, 
the Foundation prudently manages 
$35 million in assets.  

How can this be done?  Do-
nors can leave a legacy for the kids 
through a gift of stock, real estate or 
cash, through a beneficiary designa-
tion in a life insurance or retirement 
policy, or through the establishment 
of a gift annuity or trust.  

Will my gift stay with the pro-
gram permanently?  O’Neill Sea 
Odyssey’s endowment at the Com-
munity Foundation of Santa Cruz 
County is a permanent fund de-
signed to generate earnings for the 
program.  The Foundation has the 
professional management necessary 
to manage assets appropriate to pre-
serving their value and maximizing 
the benefit for charitable work.  

How do I learn about my op-
tions?  Please contact Dan Hai-

‘Haifley’ Continued from Page 3

Dedicated 
Volunteers Make 
The Difference—
by Bridget O’Neill, OSO Board 
Chair; and Jack O’Neill, 
Founder & Co-Chair

O’Neill Sea Odyssey’s 
Tenth Anniversary Celebra-
tion was a great success, and 
that success was due to the 
hard work and dedication of 
passionate, organized vol-
unteers who made the event, 
the auction, and the Honda 
Civic Hybrid Raffle a reality.

As a non-profit or-
ganization, we rely 
mostly on volunteers 
for fundraising and 
public outreach, sup-
ported by a small, pro-
fessional staff that runs 
our program and 
operations.  Lisa 
O’Neill, Com-
mittee Chair, 
brought profes-
sionalism, mo-
tivation, class 
and a knack for 
details to her 
work.  Working 
with her were 
Sheri Corona, who organized 
the auction, and Linda Hunt, 
who organized event atten-
dance and the drive to sell 
raffle tickets.  This threesome 
did an incredible job.  Work-
ing hard on the event commit-
tee were Jim Thoits, Jeff Mc-

Cormac, Rob Bremner, Steve 
John, Donna Blitzer, Tonee 
Picard, Joan Wenglikowski, 
Shannon Brady, Bridget 
O’Neill, Tim O’Neill, Jim 
Beckett, Nick Petredis, Mike 
McCabe, Dan Haifley, Laura 
Barnes and Adam Steckley.

The volunteers who worked 
at the event also include Chel-
sea Phillips, Victor Reyes, Tri-
sha McGuire, Rebecca Haifley, 
Chris Reeves, Aaron Haifley, 
Kimber Collins, Doug Hunt, 
Jessica Davies, Charlie Zimmer-
man, Neal Motta, Susan Motta, 
Vincent Gianotti, Nancy Thall, 

Sharon Campbell, Shanna 
Guzman, Brett Thall, Erica 
Pittman, Tom Brady, Jim 

Rice and Jay Weber.
Thanks to their ef-

forts, 1,100 additional 
kids will get to 
participate in 
our program.  
We salute them 
and thank them 
for their contri-
bution.  We also 
would like to 
give our heart-
felt thanks to 
all the people 

in the community who made 
contributions to support the 
event and the program. The 
kids and the environment will 
benefit from their generosity. G

“Our heartfelt 
thanks to all the 

people in the com-
munity who made 
contributions to 

support the event 
and the program”

fley at (831) 465-9390, or 
dhaifley@oneillseaodyssey.org, 
and we will meet with you to 
explore your options and what 
will make the best sense for you 
and your family. G
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‘Disc N Dig’ Comes to 
Santa Cruz to Support 

OSO—

The Disc N Dig, a long-standing 
sports tournament from Zephyr 
Cove, Lake Tahoe that combines 
beach volleyball and “round-ball” 
(disc) golf, came to Santa Cruz this 
Fall.  O’Neill Sea Odyssey was a 
beneficiary of this unique event, 
spearheaded by Mike Plansky 
of Lake Tahoe. Disc N Dig 5 was 
held in Santa Cruz on September 

23 and 24.  The volleyball tour-
nament took place at Santa Cruz 
Main Beach and the disc golf at 
Delaveaga’s world-famous 27-hole 
course. The event, which also in-
volved the bicycle advocacy group 
People Power, was a great success 
and its net proceeds benefited 
both OSO and People Power. G

SUPPORTERS Connie Davis F Deanna Monaghan F Elaine Kihara & David Sweet F Jane Fessenden F Lorette 
Wood F Margaret Ysselstein F Patricia Hanson F The Landscape Co. 

CREW MEMBERS Anita & David Gryska F Carla Christensen F Elenita Mathew F Karla House F Kristina 
Sickenger F William & Cynthia Mathews

NAVIGATORS A.J. & Patricia Shand F Barbara Canfield F David Nelson F Disc N Dig F Elmer & Joann Johansen F 
Global Impact F Wolfgang Rosenberg F Yvonne Zannis

CAPTAIN’S CIRCLE Dreyer’s Grand Ice Cream Charitable Foundation F Gloria Hihn Welsh F Kurt Atherton

COMMODORE’S CIRCLE Airel Events F Brad Wiles F Brian & Patricia Herman Fund at the CFSCC F Jack & 
Allison McLaughlin F McCabe & Totah F United Way Silicon Valley F Westcliff Foundation

ADMIRAL’S CIRCLE City of Capitola F City of Scotts Valley F City of Watsonville F Community Foundation 
of Santa Cruz County F E Trade Financial F Edelgard Heine F Sidney Stern Memorial Trust F Steve John

Bob Fletscher Memorial Fund Geneva Bennett F Jacob & Patricia Vandenberg F Julie Johnson

Daniel Motta Memorial Fund Joseph Motta

Robert Furber Memorial Fund Rachel Carpenter F Sheryl & John Tealdi

10th Anniversary Supporters Aardvark Adventure Stories F Adventure Sports Unlimited 
F Amsterdam Bicycles F Ann Wasserman F Annieglass F Anthony McNaught F Barbara Boxer F Barbara Karleen 
& Hank Cureton F Bargetto Winery F Bay Photo Watsonville F Beauregard Vineyard F Beer Belly F Bicycle Trip F 

Bittersweet Bistro F Blue Moon Clothing F Bob Barbour F Bonny Doon Vineyard F Brian Foss F Byington Winery & 
Vineyard F Café El Palomar F Café Rio F Café Sparrow F Chardonnay II F Coast Commercial Bank F Cornish & Carey 
Commercial F Corralitos Market & Sausage Co F Couch Distibutors F Cruz Car Wash F Davenport Inn & Restaurant 
at the Cash Store F Devcon Construction, Inc F Disneyland Resort F Dr. James Beckett F Eco Interiors F Element 
Home Furnishings F Elephant Bar & Restaurant F Erica Poseley F Essential Surf Company F Ferrari-Carano Vineyards 
F Fionna Floral Design F Frans Lanting F Fresh Prep Kitchens F Galla Cabana F Good Times Santa Cruz F Graham 
Nash F Hammond Glass Engraving F Hank Scott F Hank’s at the Hook F Harmony Hotel F Hilton Scotts Valley F 

Hopscotch F Imperial Courts F Janet Allinger F Jessica Lee Designs F Jill Smith - Iron Ring Aviation F Kaleidoscope  
Designs F Kayak Connection F Kind Grind F KION TV & KCBA TV F Kiss My Glass F Kuummbwa Jazz Center F Lundberg 
Studios F Mackerilla Design F Michael & Theresa Coyle F Michelle Molfino F Modern Life F Monterey Bay Aquarium 
F My Center F Mystic Fish Creation F Ocean Chevrolet-Honda F O’Neill Surf Shop F O’Neill Yacht Charters F 

Outstanding in The Field F Pacific Cookie Company F Paradise Surf Shop F Picard Construction F Prima Salon F 

Red Poppy F Redtree Properties, LP F Richard & Mary Morrison F Rob Bremner F Robert “Wingnut” Weaver F Robert 
Talbott Vineyards F Rocky’s Personal Training F Romantiques F Romney Dunbar F Saffron and Genevieve F Santa Cruz 
Beach Boardwalk F Santa Cruz Bicycles F Santa Cruz Sentinel F Santa Cruz Sport Central F Satava Art Glass Studio 
F Savannah Chanelle Vineyards F Sessions F Sestri F Shakespeare Santa Cruz F Shoppers Corner F Slug Aquatics F 

Soif Wine Bar F Solar Mike F Spa Fitness Center F Starbucks Coffee F Steckley Design F Steve John (Sharks experience) 
F Strini Art Glass F Sunshine Gardening F Surf City Catamaran F Surf N’ Shack F Surftech F Sutter Santa Cruz F The 
Buttery F The Maid’s Quarters F The Parafins F Thoits, Love, Hershberger & McLean F Tuan at Steppin’ Out Salon F 

UCSC Arts and Lectures F Urban Groove F Well Within F Wells Fargo Private Mortgage Banking F Zen Trading Co.

G THANK YOU G
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Congratulations 
to George Walsh of 
Gualala, California,
winner of the Honda
Civic Hybrid!

GTHANK YOUG

To Those Who Made Our 
10th Anniversary a Success! 

2222 East Cliff Drive #222
Santa Cruz, CA 95062

T 831-475-1561
F 831-462-9188
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